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to misapply them, this were folly and caprice; but
as under an obligation to regard them as conferred
on him, that they might be brought into action;
which therefore he feels not himself at liberty to
throw away, though he is ready, if it be required, to
relinquish them with cheerfulness ; nor, on the other
hand, dares he acquire or retain them unlawfully, in
consideration of the use he intends to make of them.
He holds it to be his bounden duty to seek diligently
for occasions of rendering them subservient to their
true purposes ; and when any such occasion is found,
to expend them cheerfully and liberally, but with
discretion and frugality; being no less prudent in
determining the measure, than in selecting the ob-
jects, of their application, that they may go the farther
by being thus managed with economy.
Acting therefore on these principles, he will
studiously and diligently use any degree of worldly
credit he may enjoy in removing or lessening pre-
judices ; in conciliating good-will, and thereby
making way for the less obstructed progress of truth;
and in providing for its being entertained with can-
dour, or even with favour, by those who would bar
all access against it in any rougher or more homely
form. He will make it his business to set on foot
and forward benevolent and useful schemes; and,
where they require united efforts, to obtain and pre-
serve for them this co-operation. He will endeavour
to discountenance vice, to bring modest merit into
notice; to lend as it were his light to men of real
worth, but of less creditable name, and perhaps of
less conciliating, qualities and manners; that they
may thus shine with a reflected lustre, and be useful
in their turn, when invested with their just estima-
tion. But while by these and various other means
he strives to render his reputation, so long as he
possesses it, subservient to the great ends of ad-

